
New Technical Means of Surveillance and the Protection of Fundamental Rights – 
Challenges fort he European Judiciaries – Vienna, June 19th 2009 

 
 
Christian Pilnacek 
 
Online and Other Forms of 
Surveillance – the Erosion of 
Privacy 
 
 
A lot of questions but shortcoming answer 
depending on what we are expecting 
about the measures which should be 
available to detect and prosecute 
criminal offences.  
 
In this context one must observe also an 
erosion of trust in the ability of the law 
enforcement and judicial authorities to 
guarantee freedom, security and justice.  
 
 
This presentation will focus on the 
benchmarks set out in the jurisdiction of 
the European Court of Human Rights, the 
concept of Privacy and Secrecy of 
thoughts and the question if legislation 
could be found to strike for a balance.   
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